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September 1, 2009

RE:  Hauling of Solid Wastes

Dear Oakland Business Owner:

A number of Oakland businesses have raised questions about whom they may hire to provide solid waste collection and
hauling services. In response to these inquiries, we are providing the following information about the City’s solid waste
ordinances and Waste Management of Alameda County’s (WMAC) exclusive agreement for providing solid waste
services in the City of Oakland.

Pursuant to Section 8.28.060 of the Oakland Municipal Code (excerpt following) and WMAC’s exclusive solid waste
agreement with the City of Oakland, WMAC has the exclusive right and duty to collect, transport, and dispose of all
residential and commercial solid waste in the City of Oakland. The only exceptions to WMAC’s exclusive agreement
are:

i. The collection of waste resulting from gardening or landscaping work, or construction or demolition work;
provided that the service is performed by the same contractor or directly loaded into a fixed body vehicle and
hauled directly to a permitted transfer station or dlsposal facility.

ii. Source separated recyclable materials, which are, in fact, recycled; provided that
a) loads of mixed paper may contain no more than 10 percent by weight of non-recyclable material, and
b) loads of commingled recyclables other than mixed paper may not contain more than 5 percent by weight

of non-recyclable materials.
ifi. Animal waste and by-products of sewage treatment
iv. - Solid waste which is collected by City of Oakland crews.

V. Solid waste hauled directly to a permitted transfer station or disposal facility by a person who is also the
generator of the solid waste; and

vi. Recyclable materials that are donated to a youth, civic or charitable organization.

All other solid waste is required to be collected and disposed of by WMAC, the City’s exclusive solid waste service
provider. Please note that violation of the City’s Municipal Code is punishable as an infraction with fines up to $100.00
upon the first conviction, $200.00 upon the second conviction, and $500.00 upon the third conviction within one year.
Any violation beyond the third conviction within a one year period may be charged as a misdemeanor. In addition, the
City and/or WMAC have other legal remedies available that may be used.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Becky Dowdakin of the Public Works Agency at (510)
238-6981.

Sincerely,  « ~

Radl Godinez IL,
Director, Public




